What's happening
in the news?
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Let’s have a look at the poster

VE Day 80" Anniversary
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S Let’s look at the story

On 8th May 1945, people across Britain and other
countries around the world celebrated the end of
World War Il in Europe. This day became known as VE
Day, which stands for ‘Victory in Europe Day’.

It marked the moment when the fighting in Europe
stopped, and peace could begin again after years of
conflict, hardship, and loss.

80 years on, we remember this important moment —
not just to look back, but to think about what peace
means today and why it still matters.

Learn more about this story here.
Watch the useful video here.


https://news.sky.com/story/ve-day-2025-what-are-the-four-day-celebrations-to-mark-80th-anniversary-13344461
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGlR4Ah8nCw

Read through the information below, which shares more about the
impacts of VE Day and the importance of peace.
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What changed after VE Day? Why does peace matter?

During World War 1, life was full of danger and

uncertainty. People faced rationing, bombings, and long Peace means laughter instead of fear, and dreams
separations from their loved ones. instead of danger. When there is peace, families

can stay together, children can go to school, and
people can build happy, safe lives.
Peace gives everyone the chance to grow and learn.

On 8th May 1945, VE Day marked a new beginning — a
day when people could hope for a future without fear. It
meant that fighting and air raids stopped, children
returned home and families were reunited, shops
reopened, and life began returning to normal.

How do we work to protect peace today?

Today, countries work together through organisations, like
the United Nations, to solve problems, send help where it's
needed, and stand up for people’s rights.

80 years on, we remember VE Day not just to celebrate the

end of World War I, but to think about how we can protect
peace today and in the future.
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Main question

m) Why is peace worth celebrating?
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@ Listen & Think

* Look carefully at the poster image. What can you spot? Have you
noticed any decorations or signs of VE Day celebrations in your local
area?

» Look at the resource, which shares a little more about VE Day and its
significance. What might life have been like during World War I, and
how did things change after VE Day?

» Why do you think VE Day was such a big celebration in 1945? Why do
we still celebrate VE Day today, even 80 years later?

» Are there still wars happening in the world today? Why might that be?

« How do people and countries try to build and protect peace today?
How can values like respect, cooperation, and kindness help prevent
conflict? What does ‘peace’ mean to you?

« After watching the useful video, what can we learn from the
experiences of people who lived through World War Il and VE Day?

fl Share your thoughts and read the opinions of others www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

 Useful Weblinks

>

> News story:

VE Day 2025: What are the four-
day celebrations to mark 80th
anniversary? | UK News | Sky
News

Useful video:

80th anniversary of VE Day this
year (WWII) more from people
who lived through it (UK)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGlR4Ah8nCw
https://news.sky.com/story/ve-day-2025-what-are-the-four-day-celebrations-to-mark-80th-anniversary-13344461
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Picture+News+Ltd./@54.0654073,-1.6041829,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4879558c41026739:0xe9784a936f7748ed!8m2!3d54.0653775!4d-1.6019765
https://twitter.com/helppicture
mailto:help@picture-news.co.uk?subject=This%20week's%20news
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
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