
READING
HOW WE TEACH READING AT HEMINGFORD 2020



At Hemingford, we aim to… 
• Develop a positive environment to facilitate a love of 

reading… a culture of reading. 
• Ensure reading is at the heart of our curriculum and 

held in highest regard. 
• Be reflective about making changes to the teaching of 

reading to improve results. 
• Ensure resources are current and impactful on 

improving results. 
• Recognise when additional support is required and 

ensure this is implemented.
• Develop a consistent approach to reading across the 

school.



What does being a competent reader look like? 





What are the key components of becoming a competent 
reader?

Children need 
both to become 
competent



FS/KS1
THE BEGINNING OF READING



What is Phonics?

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly, skillfully and progressively. 
They are taught how to: 
• recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes; 
• identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make   
- such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’ 
• blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word. 

Children can then use this knowledge to ‘de-code’ new words that they hear or 
see. 
This is the first important step in learning to read.



What does Phonics look like at Hemingford?

• We follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’ progression documents

• Children have a 20 minute phonics lesson daily where from EY, 
sounds are introduced daily

• Children are grouped according to the sounds that they are 
secure with

• Children are assessed on a regular basis and groupings are altered 
based on their progress



Daily Phonics sessions
Lessons are made up of 4 parts:
Revisit – Using flashcards, children are given the opportunity to recap on the 
previous sounds that they have learnt. 
Teach –This is when the new sound is introduced. A new sound is introduced every 
day. 
Practise – During this section of the lesson, children have the opportunity to 
practise the sound in a variety of ways. 
Apply –This is where the children will apply what they have learnt in sentences, 
either reading or writing. 



Reading scheme in EY and KS1
Lower down the school, reading is heavily reliant on the sounds that the children have learnt. This will help to 
determine their book band. Children will bring their reading scheme book home along with their reading 
record to apply their phonics to decoding a text. 

In order to continue their journey to being a competent reader, the children must also be able to comprehend 
what they are reading and answer questions about the text. This is the reason children’s books are changed on a 
weekly basis as it allows time to revisit the text that has been decoded and discuss it in detail. There are some 
question stems attached for the kinds of questions to ask your children. 

These are the colours in order of our scheme.

Children are expected to be reading 
lime books by the end of Year 2.

Children are expected to be 
reading 
orange books by the end of 
Year 1.

Children are expected to be 
reading 
yellow books by the end of 
Reception.



In KS1 we share stories all of the time. There is a mixture of stories chosen by both the adults and the 
children that are shared on a daily basis.  The children also have an allocated time slot each day where 
they will choose a book to read independently. This is also, when the adults can look to hear the 
children read and change their books. 

Reading for pleasure



Guided Reading

Guided reading is completed alongside reading for pleasure and is adult led. Year 1 and 2 complete this 
separately from each other as there are many differences in the skills are required. 
This session is more focussed and will be planned to include the skills of reading including, summarising, 
inference and making predictions.   



KS2
THE DEVELOPMENT OF READING STRATEGIES



As the children enter KS2 we continue with the good practise of KS1 and the use of the 
whole school reading scheme.

Reading scheme in LKS2

We use lots of different assessments to inform our decisions.
• Every child in Year 2 will have  taken the national Year 2 SATs test ( this year we have 

used NFER reading tests at the beginning of year 3 to gain our levels)
• Every child is assessed using NFER tests termly to assess their comprehension level
• We also use the SALFORD reading test to acquire a reading age.

Together this helps us to decide on the best level of reading books from our school 
reading scheme.
These books allow each child to be reading at their reading age . Daily reading practise 
allows them to access books at their level.

These are the colours in order of our scheme.



In KS2 we have a class novel that all the classes in the 
same phase reads.
This is read during the week and allows us to really 
interact with a plot and characters
Some times we have class quizzes or short 
investigations about the book.

Class novel



Some children may need extra support to develop their basic decoding skills.

This is achieved in small groups , it may involve specific programmes such as
• Reinforcement of phonics
• ERT = Expanded Rehearsal Technique (a daily 6-8 week intervention to improve speed and 

accuracy of reading)
• Dyslexia friendly programmes to learn specific techniques
• Big Question research which is broken down into manageable text chunks to focus on 

retrieval skills
• Small guided reading groups focusing on different reading skills.
• 1 :1 reading to build up stamina and pace
• SNIP = which is a programme to build up common words linked with our spelling 

programme.

Interventions



Each child will have their own reading record. This is for them to keep a log of the books they have 
read.

During the week children have regular reading for pleasure time. 



Guided reading in LKS2
This is our opportunity to listen to your child read every week. This is a half hour session with 
each group over the course of one week.
The children are in ability groups according to their reading ability
The children read a piece of text aloud to their class teacher . 
Questions that include retrieval and inference are asked verbally.
This helps the children to work on their comprehension skills and ways that questions can be 
answered.
We also have a focus on new vocabulary and the meanings of newly acquired words.
The children make notes on the text to help them find the part that helps them with a question.
The next  day in the reading session they work independently on answering their questions .



In UKS2, the children have regular whole class reading  comprehension sessions focusing on the understanding 
of the text. This enables the children to develop their vocabulary, language, retrieval, and inference skills using 
the text as evidence. This allows the children to read a wide range of extracts from differing books and discuss 
the different genres.

UKS2 whole class reading sessions



UKS2 also have regular book talk sessions
-What does a Book Talk session look like?

Book talk is all about book discussion and developing your child’s skill in illuminating their thinking clearly 
during this discussion. Each session will have 2 or 3 reasons to read, one from the ideas of reading (for 
example Feeling), one from understanding of reading (for example Theme) and one from the competencies 
of reading (for example Inferring). Children are provided with a sentence starter and a book talk bonus 
word to challenge the children to include in their oral sentences.



Websites used to support Teaching 

and Learning of Reading
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

http://www.literacyshedplus.com/

https://www.clpe.org.uk/poetryline


